UNGERN-STERNBERG   THE    * c A 3? O S T L E ? *

credulity of the masses. He made speeches to the
inhabitants of the frontier villages, declaring that he
had come to the country in order to liberate it and
drive out all foreigners, and calling upon the people to
join him as a patriotic duty. He also promised again
and again that once the liberation of the Mongolian
people were accomplished he would organise a mighty
Mongolian army, lead it into China,, and after restoring
the Emperor to his throne, attack Europe with the
combined Sino-Mongolian army and "wipe out the
revolution-mongers among the white races."

That was how Ungern-Sternberg advanced farther
and farther into the country until, in November, 1920,
his hordes stood before the Mongolian capital. His
surprise attack on Urga and his ignominious defeat I
have already mentioned. After that debacle the Baron
collected his scattered forces in the Cecen District,
east of Urga, and marched south, making speeches as
he went. Then, by a surprise manoeuvre, he placed
himself astride the Urga-Pekin road in the valley of
the Kerulen River, and dug himself in there. The
Mongolians' enthusiasm for the "liberator" had by
now cooled down, for Ungern expected them, in
return for his promises, to feed his army, and if the
process did not go smoothly enough the soldiers
resorted to looting.

The cutting off of the important highway made it
impossible for the Chinese in Urga to obtain re-
inforcements and supplies from Pekin, but in spite of
this, and the fact that their equipment was out of date,
the defenders of Urga, after their first defeat of Ungem*
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